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Spring Market is here, inventory is 
LOW , are you ready to SELL? 

 
Put our 20+ years of area real estate expertise 

to work selling your home! Call Us today! 

 

Private Estate on 1.34 acers of Park-Like grounds! 
4 Bedrooms | 2 Bathrooms |Mountain and Sound Views 

+ Separate 2 Bedroom | 1 Bath Guest Apartment 

Now Available - Offered at $999,950 

Sold - $419,000 
16804 16th Ave SW - Normandy Park 

Sold - $685,000 
215 SW 197th Place - Normandy Park 

       16830 16th Ave SW - Normandy park 
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We are dedicated to dental care of the highest 
quality in a relaxed, friendly and caring environment. 
Through word-of-mouth, our practice has grown – 
a testament to our excellent care and service. 
Working together with you, we can develop a plan
to make your smile last a lifetime.

We are a quality 
family practice 
servicing any age 
and specializing 
in enhancing our 
patients’ oral health.

We offer 
• Implant placement
• Conscious sedation
• Oral surgery
• Crowns
• Bridges
• Many other services

Dr. Brian M. Carey, D.D.S.
Open Mon-Thurs 8-5

136  S.W. Normandy Rd.
Seattle, WA 98166

www.normandyparkfamilydentistry.com  (206) 244-3921
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From the Mayor

...WELCOME TO 2015 IN 
NORMANDY PARK!

On January 7th, I presented 
the annual State of the City 
message to the community. 
While like most of the cities 
in the Puget Sound area, 
Normandy Park is still 

facing its challenges, and as the economy is 
slowly beginning to come out of the “Great 
Recession”, things are also picking up for 
Normandy Park.

Thanks to the community’s earlier support 
of the Levy Lid Lift to keep our city’s services, 
such as public safety, at high levels and voter 
approval of the Metropolitan Park District 
(MPD), the City’s finances have stabilized 
and we are ready to move forward in 2015 
on many of our community’s goals neglected 
during the cutbacks forced upon us by the 
recession.

In terms of projects in progress, the 
City’s headwall repair project on Marine 
View Drive SW is complete. The boiler 
replacement project in the Rec Center is 
expected to wrap up in February. The City is 
also reorganizing its permit process, bringing 
in temporary help to tackle a significant 
backlog, as well as establishing a new process 
for a reasonable turnaround time.

As you may or may not have heard, a 
majority of the City Council and our former 
City Manager did agree in late December that 
a change in leadership was needed, and the 
Council accepted Mr. Akramoff’s resignation. 
Rumors aside, there was NO “smoking gun” 
nor any improper actions by Mr. Akramoff. 
Council members felt that we needed a 
different set of skills and management style in 
the City Manager’s position.

Meanwhile, we have retained the services 
of a veteran City Manager, Mr. Bob Jean, a 
semi-retired City and County Manager with 
over 40 years local government experience, 
35 as the Manager. He retired in 2010 after 
15 years as the first City Manager of the then 
new City of University Place by Tacoma. 
Before that Mr. Jean helped start the new 

City of Newcastle, and was the Puyallup City 
Manager from 1990-1994. Since retiring from 
full-time City management, Bob served as 
the Interim City Administrator for Gillette, 
WY, Interim City Administrator for Lake 
Forest Park, WA, Interim County Manager 
for San Juan County, WA, and then last year 
as the Interim Finance Director for the City 
of Port Townsend, WA. He is a past President 
of the Washington City/County Management 
Association and former Board Member of the 
Association of Washington Cities. In just a 
few short weeks, we’re already starting to see 
the results of his years of experience applied 
towards our Normandy Park goals.

The Council and our Interim Manager are 
committed to maintaining our momentum 
towards our major goals for 2015: Financial 
Stability and Economic Development, 
Excellent Citizen Services, Environmental 
Quality, Public Safety, the City being a Great 
Place to Work, and Regional Representation. 
Amongst these are our Comprehensive Plan 
updates, development of the Parks Master 
Plan and Capital Improvements, Storm Water 
and Streets Capital Improvements, and an 
evaluation of our essential Public Facilities. 
All of this is to be completed within our 
existing tax structure and City resources.

In addition, the Council has already 
begun the recruitment and search for our 
next regular City Manager. The recruiting 
firm Colin Baezinger & Associates and Mr. 
Jean will be working together to bring us a 
group of well-qualified candidates in March 
for interviews in April. THE COMMUNITY 
WILL BE INVITED TO A RECEPTION 
TO MEET ALL THE FINALISTS FOR THE 
CITY MANAGER POSITION AT 7:30 P.M. 
ON FRIDAY, APRIL 10th.

The City Council and I will continue 
to rely on the advice from our advisory 
commissions and the community as we go 
through these transitions in leadership while 
staying committed to our goals. Normandy 
Park is a special community and with 
everyone’s help and support, an even better 
one in 2015.

HAPPY NEW YEAR...

Susan West 
Mayor

CITY DIRECTORY
City Hall
801 SW 174th Street
Normandy Park WA 98166

City Hall Main Line
206-248-7603

Police Non-Emergency
206-248-7600

Police & City Hall
Office Hours
9:00am–4:00pm
Monday through Friday

City Administration
City Manager
206-248-8246

Finance Director
206-248-8251

City Clerk
206-248-8248

Accounting Specialist
206-248-8247

Senior Planner
206-248-8249

Associate Planner
206-248-8260

Parks Planner
206-248-8257

Public Works Operations
206-248-8269

Public Works Engineer
206-248-8256

Recreation/Facility 
Scheduling
206-248-7603

Police Chief
206-248-7600

Police Records Manager
206-248-7600

Passport Office Hours
9:00am–4:00pm
Tuesday, Wednesday, 
Thursday. Appointment 
may be made by calling
206-248-8248 or
206-248-7603
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206.824.4700
19703 First Avenue South, Seattle, WA 98148

LOOK FOR PROMOTIONS 
AND SPECIALS AT:

www.olympicviewdental.com

TAKING CARE OF PATIENTS
ONE SMILE AT A TIME

Dr. Chilton and his highly trained sta�  bring 
over 20 years of experience to the world of 
modern, state of the art dentistry. Our o�  ce is 
conveniently located between Burien and 
Des Moines, on 1st avenue in Normandy Park. 

Why Choose Olympic View Dental: 
• Gentle Touch
• Comprehensive dentistry
• Great with Children
• Conscientious of Your Fears
• Years of Experience
• Fabulous Staff 
• Nitrous Oxide and Conscious Sedation 

High Tech Equipment 
• Eco-friendly Offi  ce, Including Digital and Paperless Charting
• Digital X-Rays
• 3D Imaging
• CBCT Digital Imaging
• HIPPA Compliant Offi  ce to Protect all of 
   Your Personal Information 

Call today and learn how you can save 15% on ALL dental 
treatment when signing up for the Olympic View Dental 

Savings Program.

“We truly value our patients 
and spend quality time 
understanding their wants 
and concerns. This unique 
and positive experience is 

something I value and hear 
about daily from my patients.”  

OLYMPIC VIEW DENTAL EXPERTISE:
• Cosmetic Dentistry including Veneers, 
 Inlays and Onlays

• Implant Dentistry “Teeth in a Day”

•  TMJ (sometimes associated with headaches)

modern, state of the art dentistry. Our o�  ce is 

NEW 
WEBSITE

videos and 
animation!

  Dr. Paul Chilton
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LOOKING AT HISTORICAL PHOTOGRAPHS being considered 
for this edition of City Scene Magazine, I was reminded of the once 
agricultural foundation of Normandy Park. As described recently in a 
Thumbnail History of Normandy Park (HistoryLink.org), “George and 
Elizabeth Oulette had bought 100 acres from William H. Brown’s son in 
1875, and the younger Brown threw in cabbage, turnips, and all farming 
utensil of every kind…On the south end of the Oulette property, E. 

Charles and Anna Gardner farmed their own homestead”.
From the 1890’s on, the 1,700 acres of land that the Gatzert-Schwabacher Land 

Company bought in the Normandy Park area were leased to farmers. It wasn’t until 
1926 that the entire 1,700 acre tract was purchased by the Seattle-Tacoma Land 
Company and residential development began displacing farmland in what was to 
become Normandy Park. Through today, the farming heritage of Normandy Park is 
exemplified by its permissiveness in keeping livestock, horses, and other farm animals 
in residential areas.

Perhaps it’s my family’s farming heritage on the high plains of Montana that 
prompted me to take note of Normandy Park’s history in photos and wake up to 

the farming foundation of the City. On the other 
hand, maybe it’s my nearly 24 years of taking up root 
in Normandy Park, vigorously growing fruits and 
vegetables. Whatever the basis for it, the notion of urban 
agriculture in Normandy Park is intriguing.

Is it possible that local farming and food production 
could make a comeback in Normandy Park? Seriously, 
it’s happening in cities across the Country. For example, 
Wheat Ridge, Colorado has updated its codes to allow 
urban gardens, including for-profit farms operated by 
either the homeowner or a contractor, in all zoning 
districts. Agriculture is part of what’s making Wheat 
Ridge attractive to newcomers, families are moving there 
in part because of their interest in urban farming, and 
farms are taking root on lots roughly two-thirds-acre 
in downtown Wheat Ridge according to the Atlantic 
CITYLAB.

More locally, King County has launched a Local Food Initiative that has the dual 
goals of expanding the local food economy and improving access to healthy food. With 
these goals in mind, Normandy Park residents (who often have room on their lots 
for urban farming/gardening) have opportunity to provide healthy, hand-grown food 
beyond their homes and into the local food economy. While $6 billion is spent annually 
on food in King County, less than 2% of the food purchased by County residents is 
grown in the County.

As we embark on updating the Comprehensive Plan and set the vision for the 
City’s future, let’s continue this conversation and explore what could take root to bring 
farming back to the future in Normandy Park.

Doug Osterman
Mayor Pro-Tem

Through today, 
the farming 
heritage of 
Normandy Park is 
exemplified by its 
permissiveness in 
keeping livestock, 
horses, and other 
farm animals in 
residential areas

Doug Osterman
206-878-2578 
Doug.Osterman@
ci.normandy-park.wa.us

Mike Bishoff
206-679-4720
Mike.Bishoff@
ci.normandy-park.wa.us

Shawn McEvoy
206-242-8272 
Shawn.McEvoy@
ci.normandy-park.wa.us

Kathleen Waters
206-383-6620 
Kathleen.Waters@
ci.normandy-park.wa.us

Stacia Jenkins
206-779-9540 
Stacia.Jenkins@
ci.normandy-park.wa.us

Tom Munslow
206-824-5454 
Tom.Munslow@
ci.normandy-park.wa.us

Susan West
206-818-6945 
Susan.West@
ci.normandy-park.wa.us

CONTACT YOUR
CITY COUNCIL

MONTHLY MEETING CALENDAR
Council Meeting
2nd Tuesday, 7pm
Council Study Session (if necessary)
4th Tuesday, 7pm
Arts Commission
1st Tuesday, 7pm
Metropolitan Parks District
2nd Tuesday, 6:30pm
Civil Service
3rd Tuesday, Noon
Park Commission
3rd Wednesday, 7pm
Planning Commission
3rd Thursday, 7pm

BACK TO THE FUTURE: 
Farming…in Normandy Park?!

Council Corner
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From the Publisher

Code Compliance
Our Normandy Park Planning staff has been busy with the 
recent update of our Shoreline Master Program, renewing 
recycling grants, and replacement of the Hearing Examiner. 
That work is in addition to their day-to-day work such 
as responding to citizen complaints, processing public 
records requests, approving new business licenses, as well 
as permit intake, review, and issuance. They will also work 
with the Planning Commission this year on Normandy Park’s 
Comprehensive Plan Update. Thank you to everyone who 
responded to the Comp Plan Survey.

At the November 25th City Council Meeting, Council 
authorized the Planning Department to implement a new 
Code Compliance Plan. The 1st Phase had already started 
in August 2014 with an article in the City Scene about 
code enforcement issues. This spring and summer, we can 
expect implementation of the 2nd Phase, which is public 
education of local zoning regulations. Council requested 
staff to provide additional information on the 3rd and 4th 
Phases which will be for Code Enforcement and Compliance 
Maintenance. The Council is also interested in gathering 
a group of volunteers to help support clean up efforts in 
advance of the enforcement phase.

If you have garbage, debris, junk cars, or parking within 
setbacks, you should consider starting your “clean up” 
now. Unpermitted temporary or permanent structures will 
be under review and businesses operating in a residence 
without licenses will be a concern. Your neighbors will 
appreciate your effort to keep our city beautiful. Our zoning 
codes were enacted to do just that, to everyone’s mutual 
benefit. 

If you have a question about whether or not your 
property is in compliance with Normandy Park Municipal 
Code (NPMC) contact Senior Planner Chad Tibbits at (206) 
248-8249. 

City Council Elections
The City of Normandy Park has several boards and 
commissions comprised of a variety of experiences based 
on related qualifications and willingness to serve our 
community and local government. Most of which are 
appointments made by the City Council and none of the 
positions come with compensation, including the elected 
City Council positions. 

There will be four positions of the City Council on your 
November 2015 Ballot. These are each for a four-year 
term. To run for the office of City Council you must be 
a Normandy Park resident and registered voter. These 
positions require a substantial amount of reading, 
training, and committee meeting attendance in addition 
to the standard business meetings of the Council that are 
scheduled for the 2nd and 4th Tuesdays of every month. 
Within 90 days of taking office, there is a new requirement 
that those elected will learn about the Open Public 
Meetings Act and the Public Records Act. 

King County Elections will facilitate the candidate filing 
dates from May 11th to the 15th. To learn more about all of 
the responsibilities for elected officials, contact a current 
or past Council Member, Interim City Manager Bob Jean, or 
read one of the many handbooks provided online at www.
mrsc.org. Remember to thank those who have served as 
your current and past Council!

THIS ISSUE MARKS THE 
BEGINNING of our third 
complete year of publishing 
City Scene Magazine, and 
I am happy to report that 
community support has been 
fantastic. The success 
of the magazine 
in helping the city 
communicate with 
residents about the 
business of running 
the city is borne out 
by the response from 
last summer’s survey.

The city commissioned 
the survey to quantify and 
qualify how residents get 
their information about the 
city of Normandy Park.

Eighty-seven percent of 
city residents responding 
to the survey reported that 
City Scene Magazine is their 
primary or sole source of 
news about the city. That 
is very gratifying—but not 
surprising.

The printed word 
continues to be the most 
trusted source of news and 
information. In fact, it is 
even more trusted now 
than it ever has been. A 
recent international media 
survey conducted by New 
York public relations firm 
Edelman, found that even 

the 18- to 34-year-old 
demographic trusts printed 
media at a rate three times 
that of websites. Social media 
platforms barely registered 
on Edelman’s trust scale.

City Scene is as trusted 
as it is because we vet the 
information within it. 
Unlike social media outlets 
that are too often used for 
anonymous personal attacks 
and rumor mongering, City 

Scene is dedicated to 
the factual accounting 
of city initiatives, 
cultural events and 
community events.

The news and 
information we report 
comes directly from 

the city, and/or bylined 
authors. Credible, trusted and 
knowledgeable sources, all.

Advertiser participation 
is the reason we are able 
to publish this community 
asset, and we rely on their 
continued support to allow 
us to publish City Scene 
Magazine every quarter.

Please be sure to patronize 
our advertisers and make 
sure they know you 
recognize that they are the 
reason we can produce this 
magazine.

As long as our advertisers 
support us, we’ll continue to 
provide you with accurate 
news about your community.

And thank you for your 
continued support and 
feedback. I always enjoy 
hearing from my neighbors!

City Scene 
continues 
to serve!

CityScene Advertising works!
CityScene is mailed directly to over 6,500 Normandy Park 
residents–making it an effective advertising vehicle for 
local businesses. Please contact Maddie DuBray at maddie@
philipspublishing.com or at 206-284-8285 to find out more 
about advertising opportunities in CityScene magazine.

Peter Philips 
Publisher
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www.mountrainierpool.com 206.824.4722

WINTER/SPRING 2015 SCHEDULE
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

5:30 - 7:30 am

Available 
for 

rentals

Lap Swim Lap Swim Lap Swim

Mount Rainier High 
School/King 

Aquatics swim 
teams

7:30 - 8:30 am Pool Maintenance Pool Maintenance Pool Maintenance Pool Maintenance Pool Maintenance

8:30 - 9:30 am Shallow Water
Ex/Lap Swim

Shallow Water
Ex/Lap Swim

Shallow Water
Ex/Lap Swim

Shallow Water
Ex/Lap Swim

Shallow Water
Ex/Lap Swim

11 am - 1 pm Lap/Family swims Lap/Family swims Lap/Family swims Lap/Family swims Lap/Family swims

1 - 2:30 pm Lessons Lessons Lessons Lessons Lessons  Lap Swim
 Noon-1 pm

Open Swim 1-2 pm

$1 Open Swim 
(First Saturday only)

2-3 pm

Available for rental
2 (3) -10 pm

2:30 - 5:30 pm Mount Rainier/
King Aquatics swim 

teams

Mount Rainier/
King Aquatics swim 

teams

Mount Rainier/
King Aquatics swim 

teams

Mount Rainier/
King Aquatics swim 

teams

Mount Rainier/
King Aquatics swim 

teams

5:30 - 7 pm Swim Lessons & 
King Aquatics

Swim Lessons & 
King Aquatics

Swim Lessons & 
King Aquatics

Swim Lessons & 
King Aquatics

Family Swim 
6 - 7 pm

7 - 8 pm Open Swim Water Exercise Open Swim Water Exercise Open Swim

8 - 9 pm Lap Swim/Exercise Lap Swim/Exercise Lap Swim

mount rainier pool

MOUNT 
RAINIER POOL
22722 19TH AVE S
DES MOINES 

PA
C

IF
IC

 H
IG

H
W

AY
 S

O
U

TH

MOUNT 
RAINIER 
POOL

MOUNT RAINIER 
HIGH SCHOOL

DES MOINES

Water play in 
your summer 
vacation plans?

Make sure the kids are ready to go

Your children have taken swim lessons and 
         progressed nicely, but the skills involved in  
                learning to swim build upon each other  
                        and can deteriorate if kids take an 
                            extended swim-lesson break.

                             Your child likely needs to refresh 
                            swimming skills already taught. 

                         For each month away from 
                       swimming, it takes approximately  
                     1 to 2 days for children to return to 
                  their previous level. Don’t discover on  
               vacation that their swimming abilities 
           aren’t up to snuff. Check up early.

The process of learning to swim cannot be 
rushed. If your family is heading to the water 
this summer, now is the time to start preparing. 

CLASS
ES   

   
REGISTER 

           T O DAY !
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A LOTTERY TYPE PROGRAM was initiated in 2009 for the purpose of randomly selecting the eligible gardeners and gardening plots participating 
in the Pea Patch Program. The Pea Patch Program is intended to be a community program, the City supports community efforts of pea patch 
neighbors and encourages family members and friends to share in a garden so that everyone has an enjoyable experience. The pea patch area 
is located behind the Public Works Building at Marvista Park near 200th and 4th Ave SW.  The area is tilled by the City prior to April 1st and again at 
the end of the season. 

The next annual Lotto Drawing for the 2015 Pea Patches is now open. If you are interested in an opportunity to be a Pea Patch participant 
for the 2015 growing season (April 1st through October 31st), please cut out the Pea Patch Lotto Entry Form and submit to City Hall no later than 
1:00 p.m. on Tuesday, February 24th One Pea Patch space will be offered in the sequence drawn beginning at 1:00 p.m. on Tuesday, February 24th 
at City Hall. Each winner will be given three business days to file the user agreement forms and $35.00 payment at City Hall. Complete program 
information is available in the City Clerk’s Office at City Hall, 801 SW 174th Street, or by calling the Parks Planner at 206-248-8257. 

Pea Patch Lotto
Submit your name and number to City Hall by 1pm, Tuesday, February 24th, 2015

PEA PATCH LOTTO 
ENTRY FORM 2015 
Name:______________________________________________________________

Contact Phone Number:________________________________________________

One entry per 
household. Drawing will 
begin at 1pm, Tuesday, 
February 24th, 2015 at 
City Hall. Need not be 
present to win. Rental 
payment due 3 days 
following each drawing.

by Karen Steele
Normandy Park resident

THIS COUNTRY WAS FOUNDED 
on the right of every individual to have 
freedom of speech. It is our first amend-
ment right to have the privilege to speak 
our mind. Others may not agree with what 
we say, but they do not have the right to 
muzzle us because they are fearful as to 
what truths may become public. The right 
to freedom of speech allows individuals to 
express themselves without interference or 
constraint by the government.

They cannot justify their fear by 
omitting the truth and they cannot make 
the truth go away merely by denying that 
it exists. The saying that the ‘truth always 
comes out’ is correct because with the 
natural law of the universe comes the 
energy that bestows light on the truth as it 

as to ‘what is the rest of story?’
We must all feel that our opinions are 

valued and we should have the right to 
stand up and state our opinions in the 
classroom, council meeting, office, or at 
home. No one should feel that they are 
being oppressed because they cannot 
speak their mind. It is their very right as 
an American citizen to exercise their voice 
and not be ignored. It is illegal and unjust 
and downright wrong. I may not agree 
with you, but I will fight to the death to 
make sure that you can be heard.

So when you feel the need to say the 
truth, do so without malice and contempt 
so that it is understood without malice and 
contempt. Truth can stand alone because it 
is a fact. The written word is no exception 
and even if it is an inconvenient truth, it is 
still the truth and worth publishing for all 
to read.

guides us to do the right thing.
The truth guides our conscience to do 

good for others and by denying the truth, 
we are lying to ourselves. That may feel 
good in the short term but ultimately we all 
face the truth in one way or another.

When politicians try to cover up the 
real reasons for their actions and try to 
make their constituency believe what they 
want, the truth is ultimately revealed. 
Lying by omission does not make a lie a 
truth; it merely means that the fear of the 
liar prevents the truth from coming out 
at that time. When the written word is 
prevented from being published, because it 
might sway the public one way or another, 
the truth is revealed because of the lack 
of balance in the presentation. There are 
always two sides to every story and when 
the public doesn’t hear both sides of the 
story, the questions come fast and furious 

Freedom of Speech
COMMENTARY
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Register you business with MRSC 
Rosters for City projects
Municipal Research and Services Center 
(MRSC) provides the MRSC Rosters as part of 
their mission to support Washington local 
governments with trusted consultation, 
research, training, and collaboration since 1969. 

MRSC Rosters 
is a convenient 
service used by city 
staff to efficiently 
and affordably 
contact registered businesses about small public 
works projects, consulting opportunities, and 
contracting for goods or services. MRSC Rosters 
is a self-sustaining program that is funded by 
public agency membership fees and the fees 
from businesses who choose the Enhanced 
Application.

The three types of roster categories are:
1. Small Works for construction, building, 

renovation, remodeling, alteration, repair or 
improvement of real property as referenced in 
RCW 39.04.155

2. Consultants for architecture, engineering, 
and surveying services as referenced in the 
Ch. 39.80 RCW, as well as other professional 
services such as design, planning, management, 
real estate, financial, legal, communications, 
environmental, IT, and personnel, and consulting

3. Vendors for Product sales, equipment 
repair, vehicle maintenance, garbage collection, 
and other purchased services as referenced in 
RCW 39.04.190.

To learn more about registering your business 
go to www.mrscrosters.org.

Annual Business Licenses Are Due!
Anyone conducting business in the city limits of 
Normandy Park is required to obtain a license 
as well as to renew their license every January 
with the $75 annual fee. This regulation includes 
all commercial businesses physically located in 
Normandy Park as well as the following types of 
businesses:
Home Office	 Realtors
Landscape	 Property Managers
Contractors	 Delivered Goods 

Business Licenses applications can be 
obtained at City Hall, 801 SW 174th St., or applied 
for online with payment mailed or delivered 
to City Hall. Forms are online in the Document 
Library under Administrative Forms.

All businesses licensed with Normandy 
Park during the year 2014 should have received 
a 2015 Business License Renewal Notice in 
December. Notices were due to be returned 
with the annual fee of $75.00 by January 31, 
2015. Late fees may be assessed beginning 
on February 1, 2015. If you did not receive a 
renewal notice, contact the City Clerk at 206-
248-8248 or email debbieb@ci.normandy-park.
wa.us.

Interested in putting your skills to good use and giving back to your 
community? Let us know what you’re good at and we’ll put you to work!

VOLUNTEER
TODAY CONTACT BROOKS WALL 

AT 206.248.8270

NORMANDY PARK 
CIY HALL

We Want You!

TransformaTions
Coaching & Consulting

Make Your Dreams a Reality:
The Power of Vision Boards
Sunday, March 1 & April 19, 2-5pm
Normandy Park Recreation Center

Call today to register for an upcoming class
or to schedule your free coaching consultation

206-218-8304
Email: transformations-llc@comcast.net

Make an investment 
in yourself today 

and start living your 
dreams!

LaurEEn rogErs, a Professional Life Coach,
will guide you through a creative process designed
to ignite your dreams and turn them into reality.

www.transformations-llc.com
Gift certificates are also available for your loved ones!

SIGN UP FOR SPRING CLASSES
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PART 1 OF A 3-PART SERIES

by Andy Batcho, November, 2014

Everyone I know that lives in Normandy Park loves living here and 
why not given our beautiful views of Puget Sound and Mt. Rainier, 
stately trees, many parks, great schools, sense of security, wonderful 
homes and great neighbors. That said, even though we’ve lived in 
Normandy Park for 40-years we knew only parts and pieces of our 
community history. That got me to thinking; given the busy lives of 
most Normandy Park residents, there may be many others who are 
unaware of Normandy Park’s rich history.

I was a bit concerned before I started this article that the re-
search would be a daunting task, but that turned out not to be 
true. In 1989, four Normandy Park residents, Bette Loomis, Helen 
Kludt, Betty Le Penske and Kristy Webster formed the “Normandy 
Park Historical Society” and spent two years tracing the history of 
Normandy Park over the last 140 years, from the first homestead-
ers through the rum-runners of the Prohibition era on to the pres-
ent. In addition, they interviewed many senior residents to gather 
stories from the past.. They published their findings in a book 
“Wonderful World of Woods and Waters”. In 1991, Bob Ortega of 
the Seattle Times had written an excellent article about the ladies 
historical work, followed by another detailed article written by Kate 
Kershner in 2014 titled, “Normandy Park—A Thumbnail History”. 
Ken Friddell and Tony Cassarino also prepared a National Histori-
cal Register paper that included much of the history of Normandy 
Park. Based on the work of these people, most of the heavy-lifting 
of researching the history of Normandy Park had already been 
done. Much of the history related below is from their writings. 

Here’s a bit of our amazing history.
The City of Normandy Park is located in King County, on the 

shores of Puget Sound between the cities of Des Moines and Bur-
ien. Native American tribes traveled to the area to gather clams on 
the area beaches and fish for salmon. A few families established 
themselves in the region late in the nineteenth century, but it wasn’t 
until the 1920s that the Seattle-Tacoma Land Company began sell-
ing lots to develop the city of Normandy Park—so named due to 
the French Norman architecture of the new homes. Population 

grew steadily after the Depression ended, and Normandy Park es-
tablished a reputation for beautiful homes and prosperity.

EARLY DAYS (MID-1800’S )

It’s a history that starts surprisingly early. 
Normandy Cove has always been a special place. According to 

T. T. Waterman’s book, Puget Sound Geography, the NW Indians 
called the curving bay along Miller Creek, “SLGWA-LIT-TCU”, 
which in the Salish language means “a large open space”. The Nor-
mandy Cove was a favorite camping site where the Indians stopped 
to clam and catch some of the thousands of salmon in Miller Creek. 
Clamshell middens (large piles of discarded clamshells) have been 
found in several places on the Normandy Cove property.

Various bands of Lushootseed speakers, including the Du-
wamish and Puyallup, originally traveled through the area around 
Normandy Park (as well as bordering Burien and Des Moines) to 
hunt and pick berries. Beaches along the coast were loaded with 
clams, and tribes canoed down Miller Creek to fish the salmon 
runs in the summer for many generations before the first white 
homesteader arrived in 1852. According to an early homesteader, 
Indians were willing workers. They would help harvest crops and 
sometimes would pick up things in Seattle and deliver them to the 
farmers for a charge of 25-cents per item. Reports of Indians camp-
ing on Miller Beach (in the northwest coastal corner of what is now 
Normandy Park) continued into the early 1900s. 

The Homestead Act of 1862 provided for 160 acres to anyone 
who lived on the land for five years. As the Surveyor General’s of-
fice started platting sections of land to create townships, an early 
outline of Normandy Park was established. Eight people filed for 
homestead claims in the Normandy Park area during the period 
of 1869 to 1885. 

In 1853, one man beat them all to the punch. William H. Brown 
was the earliest homesteader in the Normandy Park area. He made 
a claim on 163 acres and settled near what is now Shoremont Av-
enue. He built a cabin near an Indian trail that snaked by Miller 
Creek, eventually ending at the Duwamish River. This was a con-
venient path for a settler who might want to make it through the 
brush to Seattle every once and awhile. 

By the 1880s, a few families had established themselves in the 
area. George and Elizabeth Oulette had bought 100 acres from 
William H. Brown’s son in 1875, and the younger Brown planted 
“cabbage, turnips, and brought farming utensils of every kind and 
all the house-hold furniture to said ranch” for good measure. On 

Wonderful World of 
Woods and Water—
A History of 
Normandy Park
A Story of Native Americans, Pioneers, Farmers, 
Bootleggers, Loggers, The Great Depression, 
Developers, World Wars, and spirited citizens that 
lead to the beautiful community we all enjoy today.
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the south end of the Oulette property, E. 
Charles and Anna Gardner farmed their own 
homestead. Since both families had children, 
demand for a school grew and a one-room 
classroom was built near Miller Creek (in 
what is now Burien) to accommodate the 
three Gardner and two Oulette children. 

During the 1880’s, most of the land clear-
ing was done by the settlers for their own use. 
They built log homes and cut and split logs for 
their heating and cooking stoves. Excess wood 
was hauled to Seattle and sold for 75-cents a 
cord. In 1889, a shake mill was built on Miller 
Creek at 1st Ave and by the early 1900’s several 
saw mills were in operation logging through-
out Gregory Heights and Normandy Park. 
Logs were drug down the “skid road” in the 
Miller Creek ravine to the Cove Beach, then 
rafted and towed to the mills. George Carter 
was one of the first to log this area and built 
the first grocery store in 1903 near Sunnydale 
School. World War 1 brought a huge demand 
for ship building and home building. Much of 
the old growth timber from Normandy Park 
went to those causes. There was a huge for-
est fire in Normandy Park that extended from 
180th to 200th in 1926. No firefighting equip-

ment was available to fight the fire. Some old 
growth timber and burnt stumps can still be 
seen in Walker Preserve.

There were many animals in the Nor-
mandy Park area, deer, quail, pheasants (in-
troduced from China), wild cats, and the 
occasional mountain lion. Black bears were 
quite prevalent and Ella Dunbar recounts in 
1914 that her brother “shot a bear next to our 
house”. Children freely roamed from farm to 
farm playing with their friends but were al-
ways aware that the bears would come to the 
creeks to feed on salmon.

There were also many stories in the early 
history about pioneer families harvesting 
salmon for dinner from Miller Creek with a 
pitch fork and of children fishing for trout in 
Miller Creek into the 1940’s. 

Most early families had large gardens and 
orchards, growing corn, strawberries, toma-
toes, potatoes, fruit plus livestock and dairy. 
Some would sell their excess produce in Se-
attle which required them to begin horse & 
buggy travel on bad roads at 4AM, returning 
home at 9PM.

Other homesteaders soon arrived, but in 
the early territorial days, Normandy Park was 

largely a summer camp. People set up tents 
on the beach and, as the Puyallup’s and Du-
wamish had done, gathered in the bounty of 
the land and sea.

In the 1800’s, steam boats of the famous 
Puget Sound Mosquito Fleet making the trip 
from Seattle to Tacoma stopped regularly at 
Burien and Des Moines, carrying cargo and 
passengers. Normandy Park residents seeking 
to hitch a ride could flag down the ship for a 
dinghy to row them out to the big steamers. 

The William & Clarinda Miller family 
moved to the original Brown homestead in 
the late 1880’s and started growing hops the 
same year other settlers began homesteading 
near Elliott Bay. Soon, the creek and beach 
were referred to as Miller’s Creek and Miller’s 
Beach. Miller’s Beach (near Normandy Park 
Cove) became a popular recreation area early 
in the history of the region. 

Many of the early pioneers are buried in 
the little known Hill Grove Cemetery at 16th 
Ave. S. and South 200th.

Part 2 continued in the next City Scene issue.

$15 Off Exam fEE
Expires March 31, 2015

19893 First Ave S. Suite 202
Normandy Park, WA 98148

206-592-6454
pricelesspetclinic.com

“A husband and wife team combines their 
skills and experience to fulfill a mission: 

to open a veterinary hospital offering 
exceptional care at a low cost.”

Featured in Patterson Today: Vet Edition

Compassionate, professional, high-quality AND 
affordable veterinary services for your pet – from 
routine preventative care to emergency medical 

treatment. We love your pet!

Priceless Pet Care–Priced Less!

All Walk-in Services end 30 minutes 
prior to the close of business.

Mon, Wed & Fri  9am-7pm
Tues & Thurs  10am-7pm
Sat  9am-5pm
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A look back

Budget meeting from 1959

Brittany Park and Fountain 1963

Manhattan School 1924

Cove Beach
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Chief Gaddis and Skyler 1999

Budget meeting from 1959

City Council

Awaiting construction of new City Hall park

Easter 1956

Brittany Park and Fountain 1963
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>> NPPD News <<

By Chris Gaddis, Chief of Police

FEBRUARY 28, 2015 WILL MARK THE LAST DAY of 
employment at the City of Normandy Park for Police Sergeant 
Larry Laswell. Larry will retire with over 35 years with the City. 
Larry began his full-time career with Normandy Park in February 
of 1980. Before becoming full-time, Larry was a reserve officer with 
Normandy Park for a little over one year. 

In 1968, Larry joined the U.S, Army and served in Vietnam. He 
was a member of the 2nd Battalion 501st Infantry 101st Airborne 
Division. While serving in Vietnam, Larry was stationed near 
Hue and patrolled areas in the A Shaw Valley and near the DMZ. 
Larry was a recipient of two Bronze Star medals and the Army 
Commendation Medal and various unit citations. Larry has two 
Certificates of Appreciation, one from President Nixon, the other 
from General Westmoreland. 

After Larry was discharged from the Regular Army in 1971, he 
served in the Ready Reserves with the 104th Training Division out 
of Renton WA. The 104th Training Division was composed of Drill 
Sergeants who, during their two weeks active duty training, would 
train Basic Trainees in Fort Benning, GA, and Fort Polk, LA. In 
1983, he was honorably discharged from the Ready Reserves at 
the rank of Sergeant First Class and awarded the Armed Forces 
Reserve Medal. Larry’s military career spanned 12 years. 

Larry has worked for the Pinkerton Detective Agency as an 
investigator which took him from Seattle to Spokane and then to 
San Diego, CA. When he returned to Washington State he was hired 
by the Kent School District where he worked both as a custodian 
and part time security officer. Larry then purchased and operated a 
security patrol business serving the Renton, Kent and Auburn areas. 
It was then, in 1979, that he received an application for employment 
for the position of Reserve Police Officer from the Normandy Park 
Police Department. He applied for this position and was hired. The 
police department began hiring new police officers in 1980, Larry 
applied for the position and was later hired. 

I should mention that Larry married his lovely wife, Peggy, 
in 1977. Peggy has been with him throughout his Police career. 
Larry has mentioned on several occasions that if it were not for her 
support, he most likely would have quit a long time ago. It takes a 
very special type of woman to be a Police Officer’s wife. This year 
they will celebrate their 39th anniversary. Another interesting fact is 
Cary, Larry’s son, was born when Larry was in the Reserve Police 
Academy. Holly, Larry’s daughter, was born 4 months after Larry 
finished the Regular Police Academy, a 100% police family.

Larry has held several instructor positions in Normandy Park. 
Larry was an Emergency Vehicle Operators Course (EVOC) 
Instructor for 6 years, a Field Training Officer, and a Radar/LIDAR 
Instructor. He has been a Sergeant since 1999. 

In discussions with Larry, leading up to this article, he was able to 
recount a few of his most memorable calls in Normandy Park. Larry 
has investigated 3 fatality collisions and assisted in the investigation 
of 2 other fatality collisions. He has investigated numerous suicide 
calls. Larry helped investigate Normandy Parks 1st homicide in 

1987 and again helped in Normandy Park’s 2nd homicide in 2014. 
Larry has been injured in the line of duty 3 times. One such injury 
required transportation to the emergency room to sew up cuts 
sustained from a fight with a suspect who cut Larry with a broken 
bottle. 

You would think these would be his most memorable experi-
ences that he remembers, not so. His most memorable experience 
was in 1979. The Sergeant needed two Officers to fill the grave 
yard shift for two weeks. He asked Larry if he wanted to fill in. 
Larry reluctantly volunteered. He had only been out of the Reserve 
Police Academy for one week. The Sergeant tossed him the keys to 
a police car and told him, “Here, if you have a problem give me a 
call.” It was the most terrifying two weeks he said he remembered. 
It was a trial by fire.

I asked Larry what he would remember most about working for 
Normandy Park. He mentioned that he will always remember the 
people he has worked with and the good and bad times. But what he 
will remember most... he felt he would have to wait to answer that 
for a few years after his retirement. He wanted to be gone first, to 
realize what he missed.

In Larry’s time with Normandy Park he has seen the City grow 
in the annexation of the Manhattan area; he has seen some acts be 
criminalized, while others have become legalized; he has outlasted 
about ten City Managers, seven Police Chiefs and 32 Officers that 
were hired after Larry started in 1980. When Larry was hired, there 
were two full-time Officers working the streets and three Officers 

Sergeant Retires After 35 years

....he has seen some acts be criminalized, 
while others have become legalized; he 
has outlasted about ten City Managers, 
seven Police Chiefs and 32 Officers have 
been hired after Larry started in 1980.
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in the Academy. He has watched as that 
number climbed to twelve in the 1990’s. 

In early 2000, Larry was awarded the 
Employee of the Year Award for 1999. This 
was due in large part to his work on the 
Y2K switchover. (Do you still remember 
all the hysteria over that?) For those of you 
who are lucky enough to know Larry on a 
personal level, you know of his interest in 
UFO’s and all things that don’t necessarily 
have an explanation. There was no better 
person to help the City navigate the 
potential problems of Y2K than a graveyard 
employee who listened to way too much 
Art Bell radio. Larry worked closely with 
the Chief of Police and the City Manager 
to ensure the Police Department’s response 
was efficient and effective. 

In preparation for this article, I contacted 
former Normandy Park Police Chief 
Rick Kieffer. Chief Kieffer remembered 
two incidents that displayed Larry’s total 
calmness under pressure. The first incident 
was a call where Larry, Kieffer, and one 
other Officer were confronted by a man 
with a shotgun. Chief Kieffer explained 
this was the kind of call where you could 
feel your heart beating in your ears and the 

blood surging towards your brain. Chief 
Kieffer said when he looked over at Larry, 
he could see that Larry was as calm as could 
be and was able to deal with the situation 
without resorting to deadly force. 

The second story was an alarm call at 
a house in town. Chief Kieffer and Larry 
had searched almost the entire house, and 
in the very last room they searched, Larry 
found a 90 year old woman in the room 
with a handgun. Chief Kieffer said that 
Larry was able to spot this woman and her 

handgun, and in a very calming way, he was 
able to get the gun away from her before any 
accidents occurred. Rick said the woman 
was incredibly scared and it is anyone’s guess 
what would have happened if Larry would 
have begun barking orders for her to drop 
the weapon. Chief Kieffer told me he is 
hoping Peggy and Larry nothing but the best 
in their retirement.

Over the last few years I have been 
encouraging our younger Officers to 

Des Moines Police Reserve Academy 1979

Commission of Accreditation for Rehabilitation Facilities 
(CARF) awarded Judson Park a 5 year accreditation for high 

quality care services and appointed the Village a special 
accreditation in Person-Directed Care

Registered Nursing Staff on site 24 hours a day

Physician/ARNPs on site 7 days a week

Awarded 5-star CMS rating in staff ratio and quality measures

Inpatient/Outpatient (physical, occupational and speech) 
therapy - Specialized for older adults

Our therapists specialize in faster recovery, earlier discharge, 
and enhanced quality of life

The Village at Judson Park
 Your Preferred Provider for Short Term Rehabilitation

 and Person-Directed Nursing Care

23620 Marine View Drive South
Des Moines, WA 98198

(206) 423-9712  •  judsonpark.com
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NEW HIRE PROCESS 
In the 2015-2016 budget, the Normandy 
Park City Council added the 11th 
commissioned officer to the approved 
budget. For those who were not aware, the 
full-staff number of the Police Department 
was twelve commissioned officers in 
2011. For the last two-and-a-half years, the 
Police Department has been operating at 
ten commissioned positions. While this 
addition does not get us back to full staff, 
we are certainly trending in the right 
direction. 

We will begin the hiring process in 
early to mid-January. There will be an oral 
board and then the list will be certified 
by the Civil Service Commission (CSC). The 
CSC is an all volunteer commission made 
up of three Normandy Park residents. 
The Commission ensures the fairness of 
the hiring process for all Police Officer 
applicants. 

Depending on who we hire, whether 
they are brand new or have previously 
been employed by another police 
department, the process can take a long 
time. The best case scenario before we 
have a brand new Officer (no previous 
experience) on the street in their own 
patrol car is early December 2015. If we are 
able to hire a lateral Officer (one that has 
worked for another police department), we 
could expect that person to be on the road 
by themselves by mid-July. 

To stay current on the new hires in 
the Police Department, follow the Chief 
of Police on Facebook at www.facebook.
com/NPChief or on Twitter@nppdchief.

NEW DETECTIVE 
Starting on January 6th, Officer Jeremy 
Hedrick became our newest Detective. 
The Detective position in Normandy Park 
is not a promotion, but an assignment. 
This means the employee does not 
receive extra pay for taking on extra 
responsibilities, but they do receive a 
dayshift with weekends off and advanced 
training. Detective Hedrick has been 
a detective on the Coalition of Small 
Police Agencies (CSPA) Major Crimes Task 
Force (MCTF) for the last two years. He 
was recently appointed to one of three 
Incident Commander positions on the 
team. While Detective Hedrick is our least 
senior Officer, he comes to this position 
with more training and experience than 
any other officer in recent memory. This 
is thanks to his time on the MCTF and 
his experience with the homicide that 
occurred in early 2014. Detective Hedrick 
was the lead investigator on this case 
and worked closely with the King County 
Prosecuting Attorney’s Office and the 
Washington State Patrol Crime Lab to 
ensure the case was handled in a manner 
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reach out to Larry and to learn as much 
as possible from him. The amount of 
institutional knowledge that will walk out 
the door in less than a month is staggering. 
We thank Larry for his time with the 
Police Department. People mention quite 
often that they have put their blood, sweat, 
and tears into their jobs. Sergeant Larry 
Laswell can absolutely say he has done this 
and then some. I could write about those 
times in this article, but I think it is best if 
you ask him yourself. We are human just 
like the citizens and visitors of Normandy 
Park. Approach Larry when you see him 
and ask about those times when he put his 
own safety before that of the residents of 
the Highline area. 

I wish to thank Larry from the bottom 
of my heart. You have been a friend and a 
mentor. You have been by my side during 
some of the most trying times in my life. I 
remember finding comfort with you and 
your family during the funeral service 
for Des Moines Police Officer Steven 
Underwood. I also was able to reach out 
to you when my Narcotics K-9 had to be 
put down. Conversely, you have been there 
for me during some of my best times. 
Certainly becoming Chief of Police was a 
high point, but it paled in comparison to 
the birth of my daughter. Thank you for 
all of your words of wisdom. You will be 
missed at the Department, but you will 
always be part of our family.

>> NPPD News <<

Annual Report 
At the Normandy Park 
City Council Meeting on 
February 24th, Chief Gaddis 
will present the 2014 Annual 
Report. After the meeting, 
please visit the City’s website at 
www.normandyparkwa.gov 
to view this report.

Detective Jeremy Hedrick
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expected by the citizens of Normandy 
Park. Detective Hedrick is a tremendous 
investigator and the citizens and visitors 
of Normandy Park are lucky to have him 
in this position. Please congratulate 
Detective Hedrick on this five-year 
assignment the next time you see him.

The Police Department would also 
like to thank Dan Will for staffing this 
position for the last five years. There are 
a lot of added responsibilities that come 
with this assignment and Dan handled 
those very well. One of Dan’s biggest 
accomplishments was participation in the 
King County Child Death Review Panel. 
Dan’s participation in this Panel furthered 
the good name and cooperative nature of 
the Normandy Park Police Department. 
When Dan started on this Panel, there 
was not a lot of communication with local 
Law Enforcement. Dan created the Law 
Enforcement Liaison and this position 
continues now that Dan has resigned from 
the Panel.

BUDGET PROCESS
The 2015-2016 budget process for all 
departments in the City started back in 
April of 2014. The Police Department asked 
for many things to improve our service to 
the citizens and visitors of Normandy Park, 
but in order to create a budget that works 
for all Departments, and ultimately can 
be justified to Council and citizens, there 
had to be compromises. The City Manager, 
Finance Director and the Chief of Police 
ultimately settled on a list that worked 
for all departments. The Council approved 
budget increases as follows:

Increase Records Specialist from a 
.6 employee to a full-time employee, 
as well as the following increases: 
fuel cost to actual consumption rates, 
operating supplies to account for small 
tool purchases, contract services for 
information technologies, employee 
promotional testing, and costs of training 
new employees.

The Police Department would like to 
thank all city employees who had a hand in 
creating the budget documents presented 
to Council. We would also like to thank 
Council for the careful consideration they 
placed in reviewing and approving the 
2015-2016 Budget.

RAD CLASS KUDOS
In November and December of 2014, 
Officer John Lievero and Community 
Service Officer Dave Bond taught two 
Rape Aggression Defense (RAD) classes 
in Normandy Park. The RAD class is a 
hands-on training that provides women 
with self-defense skills at no cost to the 

participant. The training is spread out over 
four (4) classes in a two week period. John 
and Dave will be organizing more training 
opportunities in 2015. Keep on the lookout 
for their schedule.

“John and Dave were fantastic instructors 
who showed us that we now have the skill 
and confidence to protect ourselves in 
the event of an attack. They taught with 
compassion, understanding, and a thorough 
knowledge of the information.” 

—Lynne Milnor, recent RAD class graduate

POLICE OFF-DUTY
The Normandy Park Police Department is 
now assisting the University of Washington 
Police Department with event security 
and traffic control on the UW campus. In 
late 2014, the City Council approved an 
Interlocal Agreement with the University 
of Washington for off-duty police service. 
UWPD Chief Vinson requested assistance 
from Normandy Park because the amount of 
overtime shifts needing to be filled exceeded 
their staffing limits. Our Officers will work 
football, basketball and traffic control 
details. The University of Washington covers 
the costs for our Officers during these 
shifts. If you are visiting the University of 
Washington campus and you see one of our 
officers, stop by and say hello.

Delicious traditional Thai cooking
prepared fresh to your order. 

Dine in or take out

Mon - Fri   Lunch 11am - 3pm
    Dinner 5pm - 9pm
Saturday   12pm - 9pm
Sunday CLOSED

17651  First Ave. S., Ste 104
Normandy Park,  WA 98148

206.244.8444

Authentic Thai Cuisine
www.teakhousenormandypark.com

Crispy Garlic 
Chicken

Jeannie M. Kelly
Owner/Stylist

28yrs in the beauty industry

19655 1st Ave S, Ste 103
Normandy Park, WA 98148

Located in Arrowlake Plaza
between 196th and 197th

OPEN TUESDAY~SATURDAY
Walk~Ins Welcome

H a i r  D e s i g n s
(206) 824-6830

www.normandyparkhairdesigns.com

As Seen In... 
SUN CARE  SKIN CARE  MAKEUP  SPECIAL EVENT-

 
SHOP 

CLINICALLY 
PROVEN 

ATTEND EVENTS 
COME IN   -  TRY ON  

STAY ON TREND 
 

Visit Our Store 
19987 1st Avenue S 
Suite 105 
NORMANDY PARK,  
WA 98148  
206- 592-6045  

LOOK AND FEEL 
GREAT 

4 MINUTES TO FLAWLESS 

Facebook.com/colorescienceEventsWa 

THE MAKEUP THAT DOES MORE 
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Des Moines – 
Normandy Park
ACTIVITY 
CENTER
Celebrating Fun, Friendship 
and Feeling Fit
www.desmoineswa.gov

2045 S 216th, Des Moines WA 98198
206-878-1642
Hours: Monday-Friday 9am-4pm
Mail: PO Box 98576
Des Moines WA 98198

>> Recreation <<

THE ACTIVITY CENTER specializes in 
creating a sense of community for older 
adults in the communities of Des Moines 
and Normandy Park by collaborating with 
community partners to provide programs 
and services that enhance the experience 
of being an older adult and meet successful 
aging tactics: maintaining physical 
and mental well-being, building and 
maintaining relationships and participating 
in life-enriching programs.

Be certain to check out both the Normandy 
Park and Senior Services website for 
FITNESS AND MOVEMENT CLASS 
dates:
•	 Enhanced Fitness – Stay in balance by 

enrolling in this award winning program 
featuring fun, dynamic cardiovascular 
exercises, strength training and focus on 
balance and stretching.

•	 Dance for Parkinson’s – designed for 
individuals with movement disorders 
resumes February 23rd on Mondays 
from 2:00 pm to 3:30 pm at Des Moines 
Activity Center

•	 Line Dancing – a blend of fun & 
movement while learning old and new 
dances

v v v

OUR MEDICAL LENDING PROGRAM 
benefits programs and services for older 
adults and their families!

Are you slated for surgery and needing 
Medical Equipment such as bath benches, 
walkers or commodes during rehab? Check 
out our self-service Medical Lending 
Closet—you just might find what you are 
looking. Suggested donation ranges from 
$5–25.

The equipment is available for short-
term use (1–3 months) on a first-come 
basis.

Items are clean when checked out and 
should be returned clean and ready for the 
next borrower. 

Medical Lending Closet at the Activity 
Center is open Monday-Friday from 9:00 
am–3:30 pm.

Equipment donations accepted such as 
transport wheelchairs, shower benches, 
transfer benches, and commodes.

v v v

Make Your Winter Memorable and join us 
for GREAT PRODUCTIONS (Mama Mia 
at the Paramount, Menopause the Musical 
in Tacoma and Silver Sounds in Burien) 
and new trips including the Waterfront 
Maritime Museum in Tacoma, SR99 
Tunnel Construction Tour or check out the 
Wine & Chocolate Tour in late April!

v v v

A full listing of trip opportunities 
is available by calling 206-878-1642 or 
checking out the current Des Moines 
Normandy Park Activity Center newsletter 
on either the City of Des Moines or the 
City of Normandy Park website! 

Des Moines 
Rotary Club 
adds Normandy 
Park to its Name
Founded on February 20, 1958 
as the Midway Rotary Club, our 
regional Rotary has long been 
known as the Des Moines Rotary 
Club.

Today however, roughly 30% 
of the club’s 51 members live in 
Normandy Park, and the group 
has long been active in charitable 
activities benefitting Normandy 
Park as well as Des Moines. In 
recognition of the evolving 
makeup of its membership, the 
board of governors has voted to 
change the name of the club to 
the “Rotary Club of Des Moines 
and Normandy Park”. The name 
change is effective immediately.

To promote the new name, 
the Rotary Club of Des Moines 
and Normandy Park will host a 
reception at the Normandy Park 
Ale House on February 17th, from 
5pm–7pm. The reception is open 
to all residents of Normandy 
Park and Des Moines who might 
be interested in learning more 
about Rotary and their charitable 
activities surrounding support of 
underprivileged school children, 
childhood music education, health 
and hygiene programs in third 
world countries and other local 
charitable activities.

A short program at 6pm will 
include 2014–2015 Club President 
Scott Logan presenting the “Paul 
Harris Fellow” to club treasurer 
and Normandy Park resident Kerry 
Wallingford. Attendees will also 
hear remarks from new interim 
Normandy Park City Manager, Bob 
Jean. More information about the 
Rotary Club of Des Moines and 
Normandy Park can be found at 
www.dmrotary.org 

Desperately 
Seeking Volunteer 
Drivers
Give back to the community 
with your hands on the 
Hyde Shuttle’s wheel. The 
Hyde Shuttle, managed by 
Senior Services provides 
seniors and residents with 
disabilities in Normandy Park, 
Des Moines, and Burien safe 
and reliable transportation 
for needed socialization, 
errands, appointments and 
recreational activities. Clients 
describe the program as a 
“lifeline” for maintaining 
their independence. Drivers 
receive free training in 
defensive driving and 
passenger assistance 
and no special license is 
needed! Contact Hilary at 
hilaryc@seniorservices.
org or learn more by visiting 
www.seniorservices.org/
transportation!  
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IVY REMOVAL PROGRESS BY VOLUNTEERS
English ivy is one of the most visible invasive weeds in Normandy 
Park. This evergreen vine was planted for decades for its year-round 
green color, and ability to grow and spread without being watered. 
Now, because of its aggressiveness and its ability to thrive in shade, and 
because birds eat its tasty berries and unknowingly spread ivy seeds, it 
threatens to take over our yards and natural areas. 

Walker Preserve, a 30-acre park that largely follows a ridge 
between Miller and Walker creeks, was once threatened by ivy. But 
thanks to volunteers who have worked tirelessly since 2008 with the 
Miller-Walker basin steward, progress continues to be made on saving 

trees and other native plants there. On January 10, 2015, another work 
party brought six volunteers together, and they nipped ivy from five 
trees and cleared another 500 square feet of forest floor of ivy, piling 
it onto a platform of dead sticks to allow it to dry out and turn into 
compost. No tools or experience are required to join in. The schedule 
for these monthly work parties can be found on the Miller-Walker 
stewardship web site. If you have questions or would like to get on the 
Miller-Walker email list for volunteer announcements, email Elissa 
Ostergaard at Elissa.Ostergaard@kingcounty.gov. The Miller-Walker 
stewardship program is jointly funded by the cities of Normandy Park, 
Burien, SeaTac, King County, and the Port of Seattle.

>> Environment <<

Before and after six volunteers pulled ivy on January 10, 2015 at Walker Preserve. 

GARDEN CLUB 
SEEKS MEMBERS
The Ila Clark Arboretum Unit #7 is 
named after a long time resident  
of Normandy Park. The group 
consists of mostly Normandy 
Park individuals and is an active, 
inquiring Garden Club. 

In November, the group held 
a fundraiser luncheon at the 
Congregational Church. The 
Italian theme was obvious in the 
featured food. Laura Straight 
of Flora Laura in Des Moines 
impressed all who attended 
with her Italian Flair in several 
arrangements that she made 
which were then raffled off to 
the guests. 

The January meeting will 
feature a speaker on local birds. 
Meetings are held on the 3rd 
Thursday of each month in 
members homes at 11:00 am. 
We are ACTIVELY seeking new 
members. If you are interested 
please call one of the following 
members: Marian 206-653-7274, 
Lucy 206-818-0797, or Kaylene 
206-824-1764.

Pretty PawsPretty PawsPretty PawsPretty Paws$3off 

Grooming

Since 1999

Pretty PawsPretty PawsPretty Paws
Grooming Pretty PawsPretty PawsPretty Paws
� e old� t grooming shop from D�  Moin�  to Alki

123 SW 158th St. Burien 98166         

Walk-Ins Welcome!

206-444-4656

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK  

� e old� t grooming shop from D�  Moin�  to Alki� e old� t grooming shop from D�  Moin�  to Alki� e old� t grooming shop from D�  Moin�  to Alki� e old� t grooming shop from D�  Moin�  to Alki� e old� t grooming shop from D�  Moin�  to Alki� e old� t grooming shop from D�  Moin�  to Alki

123 SW 158th St. Burien 98166         



22

“DAD HAS CANCER.”
Dustin Keeth’s voice didn’t emanate it’s 

usual swagger.
“Bad. They are removing 17 lymph 

nodes.” He told me over the phone. 
I was sitting in my car, outside the 

SeaTac 13 Coins restaurant, on one of 
“these” nights; 4pm darkness, rain, cold 
and Lord of the Rings quality “gloom.” 
Someone who I looked to for an example of 
confidence was close to breaking.

Dustin, whom had been working with 
his dad shoulder to shoulder selling real 
estate for over twenty years didn’t say 
another thing. He just went silent. I went 
silent, too, sitting in my car. It’s one of 
those moments your mind argues back and 
forth, failing to find anything reasonably 
appropriate to say.

“Good God.” I finally said.
“I’m sorry.”
Outside the car, outside both of our 

lives, the Great Recession had just started. 
It turned on with the rain in the fall of late 
2007. Our phones had been ringing continu-
ously for years. They stopped. Our deals 
had all closed easily. They all fell apart. In 
the matter of about 30 days, I wondered, 
as I’m sure Dustin did, how many years 
it would take to get 
another paycheck. Years, 
not months.

The most consistent 
thing in real estate, Gary 
Keeth, was diagnosed 
with severe cancer, then 
the entire economy 
suffered a seemingly 
terminal, chronic cancer. 
Were the two linked? Those, these, gloomy 
winter nights make it feel like the universe 
hates you. Gary Keeth had cancer, it was 

as inconceivable as complete, instanta-
neous and diabolical financial col-

lapse. But, both happened.
Every real estate broker in 

Washington has an identifi-
cation number. The lowest 

(first) I have knowledge of is 
#604: Gary’s (Mine is almost 

50,000). Gary took me for a ride 
in his car my first year on the job 

about ten years ago. Whenever 
someone successful and admirable 

takes you for a tour, you can’t help 
but try to prove yourself:

“Hey, I just sold that house!” I said to 
impress Gary, pointing out the window 

while melted into the warm leather seats 
of his Jaguar.

He laughed his humble, childlike laugh.
“Great! I sold it three times!” He replied. 

“In the 70’s, 80’s and 90’s! You got the 
2000’s!”

His laugh is mimicked daily by his col-
lection of exotic parrots, whom collectively 
have the largest, brightest room in his Nor-

mandy Park home. For the first five years of 
my career, in the local Windermere office, 
I heard that laugh daily; Gary Keeth was 
always the first person to work. Every day. 
In slacks, a clean pressed shirt and a mes-
merizing black car that draws stares from 
women… and men. The longest tenured 
broker I know of showed up first, looking 
the best, driving the cleanest car every day. 
When he got cancer, that all stopped. 

For two weeks.
Two weeks after his surgery I made it 

to the office first. (Pat my own back.) I had 
been trying to emulate that characteristic. 
At least I thought I had made it to the office 
first. I was startled to hear a typewriter 
coming from the northwest corner of the 
building; Gary’s office. I walked back and 
saw what looked like an Animal Planet 
shark attack interviewee. Gary had the larg-
est scar I had ever seen, and more staples 
then I knew existed, running from his ear to 
his shoulder blade.

“Well, ha, good morning.” There was his 
schoolyard laugh again. “Nice to see you.”

“You donkey.” I replied. “I thought I had 
you!”

So this is how you sell over $300,000,000 
in real estate. This is how you sell over 200 

waterfront properties. 
This is how you make over 
seventy-five $1M sales. 
(For reference, excluding 
Gary and Dustin Keeth, I 
estimate the top 10 local 
brokers average less than 
10 waterfront or $1M 
sales, for their entire ca-
reer.) If you are a local real 

estate broker, and you have to interview 
against Dustin and Gary, you want to stay 
away from talking about stats like they 
were ebola. It’s possible the combination of 
the two broker’s is one of the top 10 in the 
history of our state. 

Several years ago I left town to try a 
business endeavor in a different state. On 
the way out of town, I stopped at Lucky 
Doughnuts on SW 152nd in Burien. Gary 
has precisely one doughnut and one cup 
of Coke there every morning. I wanted to 
thank him for his years of kindness and 
mentorship and I knew he would be there. 

The business endeavor didn’t work out. 
On my way back in to town months later, 
I drove by Lucky Doughnuts one morning. 
The first parking spot near the door had a 
black Jaguar in it.

Gary Keeth is the model of, first, consis-
tency. After his daily doughnut, he shows 
up, first, at the local Windermere office. 
Every day, he dresses better than any 
local broker. Every day his exotic Jaguar 
is cleaner than my kitchen countertops. 
Consistency.

He also consistently plays basketball 
weekly. I have no idea how old he is, but, 

A Doughnut a Day
By Matt Parker

Gary Keeth, right, with son Dustin

RESIDENT 
SPOTLIGHT

GARY KEETH
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like my own dad, he seems to be timeless so I 
never ask. I am guessing he was around for the 
World Wars. About two months ago, he nearly 
broke his neck during a game. He had been on 
the ground, probably diving for a loose ball, and 
another player landed on his head. I called him 
on the phone:

“Man, Gary, you okay.” I said.
“No! I scratched the side of my car!” he said, a 

little quieter than usual.
I imagined the perfect black Jaguar with a 

paint strip down the side. This alone made me 
want to cry.

“What are you talking about!” I said. “I am 
asking about your neck!”

“Oh,” Gary said. “I think I broke my neck 
playing basketball. When I drove home to rest 
I couldn’t turn my neck so I ran into the side of 
my garage. When are you going to play with us 
again?”

“Good God Gary. I should have known how 
you would reply.” I finished.

This illustrates the second keynote to Gary’s 
success. Positivity. 

Cancer? It slowed him down for about as 
long as Lucky Doughnut’s shuts down for 
Thanksgiving. Potential broken neck? At work 
in a neck brace within six days. Complete implo-
sion of the international real estate market? 
Somehow Gary pieced together over 50 deals 
while the market spun into the sewer.

Positive attitude, consistency. If you are 
looking for a model of these traits, perhaps no 
other Normandy Park resident can trump Gary 
Keeth. When we look to models of success in 
our own lives, there is no way we can lose with 
these traits. Normandy Park is lucky to have 
Gary Keeth.

*The stats I have used here are conservative 
best estimates from the NWMLS, as far back as 
they exist. Realistically Gary and Dustin Keeth 
may have sold far in excess of these stats, but 
there is literally no record for all of Gary’s ca-
reer. In the last ten years or so, alone, they have 
over fifty waterfront or $1M sales.

**Although both the cancer and the broken 
neck are presented in this story amusingly, by 
no means were they. He had severe cancer and 
a long recovery and the nearly broken neck was 
and is a legitimate, major health challenge. They 
are presented amusingly here not to make light 
of them, but to emulate the tone of Gary’s spirit 
towards adversity.

Gary with his daily doughnut and coke from Lucky Donuts.

www.johnlscottdesmoines.com

(206) 870-8800

22506 Marine View Dr. S., Suite 301, Des Moines
Only minutes away from SeaTac Airport

Old Fashion Service 
with New Fangled 

Technology

Tony Hettler

For information Contact Staci at 206-242-3778 or normandyparkcc@yahoo.com
1500 SW Shorebrook Dr. Normandy Park, WA 98166

www.npcove.org   •  Like us on Facebook!

COMING THIS SPRING AT THE COVE

WESTERN DANCE
MAR.21

 Live Music✯$20
Music by the Jess Carter Band

Enjoy delicious pulled pork sandwiches

APRIL 4TH

11 AM SHARP!  FREE
Kids 3rd grade and younger

   EGG
HUNT

E A S T E R

LIVE PERFORMANCE FROM
THE APPROXIMATIONS  •  TACO BAR  •  $20

CINCO DE MAYO
MAY 2ND

EVENTS ARE OPEN TO THE PUBLIC  
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>> NP Sch00ls <<

Preschool – Fall Registration Is Open
By Melody Anderson, Preschool Director
It is that time of year to start thinking about preschool for next fall. Sign-ups have 
begun. We offer three classes, starting with the 2-1/2 year class that meets Wednesday 
and Friday each week from 9:00 am to 11:30 am. The 3-1/2 year class is held on Monday, 
Tuesday, and Thursday also at 9:00 am to 11:30 am. The Pre-K class is held Monday 
through Thursday from 12:15 pm to 3:15 pm. 

Children learn important skills at preschool that prepare them for kindergarten and 
beyond. A few of these skills include sharing, cooperating, problem-solving, and letter 
recognition that are taught through creative and fun activities. Preschool gives kids a 
“leg up” going into elementary school. 

We are currently studying the Arctic region and Antarctica. We had fun being 
penguins. We worked together in pairs to pass our egg (bean bag) from one to the other 
using only our feet and not letting our egg touch the ground, just like real penguins do. 
Not easy!

Next week we start our unit on dinosaurs. Always a popular subject with kids! We 
will learn what a paleontologist is, make our dioramas, and make big paper mache eggs 
with a surprise inside! We will learn how big dinosaurs were by measuring comparable 
objects.

That’s a little peek into our classroom. Sign up and come have fun with us!

Sixth-Grade Transition Delayed
By Tove Tupper,
Highline Public Schools Web and Social Media Manager

The transition of sixth grade to middle school in Highline Public 
Schools, originally slated for next fall, will be delayed at least one year.

“One benefit of this change is that it allows more time for families to be 
involved in planning the sixth-grade transition,” said Superintendent Susan 
Enfield. “We remain committed to the plan to move sixth grade to middle 
school.”

The 6–8 grade configuration is the most common middle school model 
nationwide. 

In middle school, sixth-grade students will be taught by subject area 
specialists who get deep training and professional development in their 
specific areas, rather than by generalists who have to be able to teach all 
subjects. Specialists can deliver more rigorous instruction, preparing 
students for higher level coursework, especially in math and science.

Sixth-grade students will pursue subjects they are particularly interested 
in--electives such as engineering, journalism, and vocal and instrumental 
music.

“Middle school students attend elective classes daily, which allows them 
to explore a subject more deeply,” said Middle School Planning Principal 
Diana Garcia. “In elementary school, they only get music and PE twice a 
week.”

In the new grade configuration, families and students will have three 
full years to develop relationships with teachers and staff, providing 
consistency and predictability during a critical period in students’ lives.

Another benefit to moving sixth grade to middle school is that it will 
create classroom space at elementary schools, which will allow Highline to 
lower class sizes. 

Highline’s sixth-grade transition team will continue to host community 
meetings this spring to develop plans. Families are invited to participate. 

For meeting notifications, subscribe to Highline Pathways e-news at 
www.highlineschools.org/connect or download Highline’s mobile app to 
your Android or iPhone.

SBDC Global 
Classroom 
E-learning 
Your Small Business 
Development Center 
(SBDC) is part of 26 offices 
in Washington State and 
associated with America’s 
SBDC’s across the nation. 
Washington State University, 
as the state host for the 
Washington SBDC, recently 
put out a press release 
announcing that access to 
over 1,400 online business 
courses will be accessible at 
no charge for a 90-day period 
after registration through a 
partnership among the SBDC, 
the Global Classroom (an 
online business education 
provider), and Microsoft 
Corporation. Unlimited 
access during this period 
will be available on topics 
which include Accounting 
& Finance, Customer 
Service, Human Resources, 
Management, Sales & 
Marketing, and many others.

Course content has 
been created by Global 
Classroom as well as industry 
leaders such as Microsoft 
Corporation, Franklin Covey, 
and Emily Post. Microsoft 
Corporation has signed 
on to sponsor the cloud 
e-learning program across 
the United States in support 
of Microsoft’s mission to 

empower small businesses 
with affordable and powerful 
education delivered in this 
custom training portal.

Participants can earn 
certificates of achievement 
for completing courses, or, 
in some cases, Continuing 
Education Units (CEUs), 
which become part of a 
personal education portfolio, 
a permanent record of 
education and skills that can 
be shared with an employer.

Current users will be able to 
access the courses at no cost 
for the next three months. 
New users will be able to 
access the courses at no cost 
for three months from the 
date of registration. Courses 
normally cost between $40 
and $240. 

Following the free, 
three-month introduction, 
the eLearning Center is 
available for a subscription 
fee of $24.95 per month per 
enrollee/employee or for 
$249.50 per year per enrollee. 
Subscriptions can be 
canceled at any time.
The Washington SBDC 
receives additional support 
from other institutions 
of higher education and 
economic development. The 
local SBDC office is located at 
Highline College and can be 
reached at (206) 592-4151 or 
SBDC@highline.edu.
Simply go to http://wasbdc.
globalclassroomportal.com/ 
and register!
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Don’t miss the community 
event of the year, the Marvista 
Elementary Picture This 
Auction. Bid on hundreds of 
silent auction items, enjoy a 
fabulous dinner with old and 
new friends, no-host bar, and 
an exciting live auction.

Held at the Seattle Design 
Center on Saturday, March 
7th from 5 pm to 10 pm. This 
will be a night of glamour, 
entertainment, and support 
for the anchor school in our 
community.

We warmly invite you to join 
your neighbors for a night to 
remember. For tickets visit 
our website at www.marvista.
maestroweb.com

MANHATTAN SCHOOL – NORMANDY PARK
(located 1st Ave. South & Normandy Park Road)

Children that lived in the Manhattan area had to walk 
four miles to school at Sunnyvale. Their parents grew 
tired of the situation and decided to form their own 
school district. There were 12 homeowners and 14 
school age children in the area. A petition was granted 
for a new school and a school board appointed, 
consisting of members Aaron Dunbar, Bill Miller, 
Henry Burton, and Edward Gould. 

The group purchased an acre of ground nearby for their 
first school, which was to serve School District 135.

All the families involved cooperated in getting the 
new school ready to open. Board members built a 
fence around the school grounds, dug a well, and local 
people planted trees.

The one-room building was heated by a large, pot-
bellied wood stove that kept the children warm. 

A look back



NORMANDY PARK CITY SCENE | FEBRUARY 2015 NORMANDY PARK CITY SCENE | FEBRUARY 201526 27

>> Events <<

2015 Normandy Park
Arts Festival
The City of Normandy Park and the Normandy 
Park Arts Commission invites you to the 17th 
Annual Normandy Park Arts Festival!

Explore a variety of artwork from a diverse 
group of artists. You may also share your 
artwork with the community as an exhibitor, 
vendor, or performer. Participate in our ‘create 
space’ with activities and supplies to make your 
very own masterpiece.

Crafts at Winterfest: Fun for Everyone! 
The Arts Commission was in full show during the Winterfest 
at Normandy Towne Center this past December 7th. 
Commissioners Street and Nichol were on hand with 
volunteers to work with kids (and some grown-ups who just 
needed a little bit of encouragement!) to decorate ornaments 
and enjoy some cookies and hot chocolate. A very special 
thank you to Brandi Messer and Normandy Perk for letting 
us use the tables and space, as well as to the parents and 
kids who came in and had a great time using all of the paint, 
jewels, and glitter to make some really great art! 

Art Commissioner Nichol at Normandy Perk at Winterfest 2015

IMPORTANT DATES: 

•	 SPONSORSHIP DUE date: Monday, 
March 16th 

•	 APPLICATIONS available online: 
Monday, April 13th 

•	 VENDOR APPLICATION deadline:  
Friday, April 24th 

•	 ART CHECK-IN: Wednesday, April 29th 

•	 FESTIVAL: 
Saturday, May 2nd 10am–4 pm 
Sunday, May 3rd 12–4 pm

•	 ART PICK-UP: Sunday after the Festival

www normandyparkartsfestival.com

“Acrylics and Photographs” 
Artworks by Cara Davis and 
Leia Maminta Smith
February 25–April 30, 2015
City Hall Council Chambers
801 SW 174th St, Normandy Park
Presented by the City of Normandy Park 
Arts Commission. Join us at a reception 
on February 25, 2015 from 7pm to 9pm 
for refreshments and conversations with 
the artists. RSVP reception attendance 
to: 206-248-8248 or email artscomm@
normandypark.wa.us

Visitors to City Hall can view the exhibit 
Monday through Friday 9am to 4pm.

Cara has been painting for 10+ years, and 
enjoys experimenting with multimedia 
materials to add texture and interest to her 
work.Leia is a scientist and photographer 
who enjoys experimenting with 
perspectives and colors. Artist biographies 
posted with the exhibit in the Council 
Chambers

>
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Local Art
Normandy Park is home to many talented 
individuals who contribute to the beautification 
and individuality of our community. Ed Hobbick is 
one of those folks. 

Recently, I had an opportunity to talk with Ed 
about his work, and more specifically, the bird 
house that resides outside of the Cove building 
on the tall stump of one of the red cedar trees 
that was damaged by wind. He informed me 
that his bird house is a scale replica of the office 
building of Robert Dennis Theriault, who was 
the original architect and designer of the Cove 
building way back in 1960. Robert D. Theriault was 
a long time Burien resident, and his Modernism 
style can be seen in building, schools and 
churches in the South Sound area. 

Inspired by the Modernism movement of 
era, Ed’s work has also placed in our annual arts 
festival with this lovely wood light fixture. 

You can check out some of Ed’s work at 
Normandy Perk Coffee at Normandy Town Center, 
it will be on display and available for purchase. 

Ed Hobbick >>>

 

We print posters,  
banners & blueprints! 
 

Normandy Park UPS Store 
17837 1st Ave S. 

Normandy Park, WA  98148 
 

206-243-9843 
www.theupsstorelocal.com/2485 

store2485@theupsstore.com 
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City Scene is the best 
way to reach residents 
of Normandy Park
Owned and edited 
by the City of 
Normandy Park, City 
Scene is designed 
specifically for our 
unique community. 
It’s an effective 
communication 
tool that enables 
residents to keep 
abreast on local initiatives and issues, 
programs, special events and more! 
City Scene is also a cost-effective and 
efficient way for businesses to target 
their customers!

For advertising rates and information 
contact: Maddie DuBray at 206.284.8285 
or email maddie@philipspublishing.
com

SceneCity NORMANDY PARK
JANUARY 2014

PRSRT STD
US Postage Paid

Seattle, WA
Permit No. 231

ECRWSS
Postal Customer

NPPD CITIZEN AWARD
Tim LAU
A model for citizen
involvement

PEA PATCH LOTTO
Don’t miss your chance
for a patch of gardening joy

HIGHLINE CC
Seeking Career
Pathway Partners

DES MOINES/
NORMANDY PARK
ACTIVITY CENTER
2014 Winter Schedule

“The Godfather”
REmiCK mERRY rides the 
waves on his SUP along the 
shores of Normandy Park

Photo by Chief Gaddis
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MY THANKS 
TO THE CITY 
COUNCIL, 
community, and 
staff for making me 
feel welcome as your 
Interim City Manager 

over the next few 
months. As you may 

have heard, I retired five years ago in 
2010 after 15 years as the first City 
Manager for the City of University 
Place. While I don’t know Normandy 
Park, there’s much about your City 
that is similar to University Place, 
and with your help I believe I can 
understand enough about Normandy 
Park to keep the City moving on its 
major goals for 2015 and beyond.

While much has changed since 
the City put its budget together last 
Fall, my first job is to be sure we can 
operate within our current resources 
and revise the budget accordingly. 
Sorting out the City’s goals and 
priorities in alignment with staff and 
budget resources was my January 
task. Then it’s budget in February.

Working with the Council, 
Economic Development Committee, 
Planning Commission, and property 
owners, we want to help support the 
redevelopment of the Manhattan 
Sub-Area. The goal here is to not 
only help create more local shopping 
options and an overall quality 
development consistent with the 
community itself, but also to broaden 
and diversify the City’s limited tax 
base so as to not overburden the 
individual homeowner.

In January, we were delighted to 
hire Jennifer Ferrer-Santa Ines as 
our new Finance Director. Jennifer 
has her Masters in Accounting and 
comes to us having been in charge of 
Budget and Accounting Operations 
for Tukwila, and previously the 
Accountant for Burien. She, the 
Council and I will be focused on our 
bottom line and developing a 5-year 
forecast to make sure our finances 
remain stable.

We are also pleased to announce 
the hiring of our first Parks Planner, 
Amanda Leon. Amanda has a 
Masters in Architecture, undergrad 
in Urban Planning, is a Certified 
Arborist and Horticulturist. So far the 
Metropolitan Park District (MPD) 
funds have been used to maintain 
our Parks. Now, with Amanda’s help 
working with the Parks Commission, 
we will begin to plan for and make 
needed improvements to our City’s 
parks with MPD funds.

The Planning team and Planning 
Commission have begun the State-
mandated updates to our 2004 
Comprehensive Plan and Codes. 
Meanwhile, working with individual 
property owners we will continue 
the overall improvement to our 
community’s appearance through 
Code Compliance.

Our City Hall, Police Station and 
Recreation facilities are operating 
out of a 60+ year old building 
where many of our residents went 
to grade school. While we can 
certainly make do, these buildings 
are way past their useful life cycle 
and maintaining them for current 
operations will continue to escalate 
disproportionately in cost. The City 
Council has asked the Facilities 
Planning Task Force to evaluate these 
needs and present options to the 
Council by this Fall.

And THEN OF COURSE, 
THERE’S THE DAY TO DAY 
CITY OPERATIONS to continue to 
provide: Police, Planning, Building, 
and Capital Improvement Projects. 
As of February 1st, we were able to 
revise our City Business Hours going 
back to five days a week. Hours are 
now Monday through Friday 9:00 
am to 4:00 pm with appointments 
available for those needing to meet 
with us before 9 or after 4. So we’ve 
got a full plate, but with everyone’s 
help, support and patience, we can 
provide the City services you count 
on and move on to implement and 
manage the Council’s Action Goals.

Normandy Park’s Economic 
Development Committee 
Welcomes 2015!
The committee is already brainstorming on new 
and continuing projects, programs and festivals for 
the New Year! What is the Economic Development 
Committee? Here’s our mission statement:

A community-minded committee that attracts 
and enhances new and existing local businesses.

Here’s a sneak preview of what you can expect 
from the EDC in 2015: The Normandy Park Economic 
Development Committee (EDC) will organize 
the 2nd annual business open houses for our 
Manhattan Village, Normandy Park Towne Center, 
and in-home businesses. These events provide 
business leaders and members of our community 
with an opportunity to talk about issues, concerns 
and ideas for boosting Normandy Park’s economy. 
The EDC will also provide speakers from various 
business organizations to provide support and tips 
for our business leaders. Stay tuned for upcoming 
dates and locations. 

The EDC will also bring back the 3rd annual 
Winterfest Tree Lighting Ceremony in December 
and 4th annual Zombie Fest in September. Both 
events in 2014 drew amazing attendance including 
2,000 people from four counties at Zombie Fest. 
These festivals showcase our businesses and 
community, raise money for local non-profits, 
and provide community-members with a fun and 
festive place to gather. Please call or email Susan 
West at 206-818-6945 or susan.west@ci.normandy-
park.wa.us if you would like to be a volunteer and/
or sponsor these events. The EDC is starting to plan 
now, so booth space will fill up! 

At upcoming meetings, the EDC will also discuss 
new ideas, so stop by and bring your suggestions. 
The EDC meetings are open to everyone. The 
committee meets nearly every Wednesday from 
5:15pm to 6:30pm at Normandy Park City Hall. 
Check the City Hall website for dates and join the 
mailing list by contacting Susan West. You’ll be 
added to a list of more than 80 business leaders, 
residents, commercial property owners, city staff 
and council members.

Here’s a list of potential EDC projects for 2015 to 
raise awareness about this wonderful community 
and the services that our businesses offer:

•	Create “Shop the Park” signs for businesses in 
Normandy Park.

•	Distribute brochures with information about 
Normandy Park businesses and financial 
statistics.

•	Install new “Welcome” signs at the Des Moines 
and Burien borders.

•	Find funding for banners or flags to display on 
the light poles along 1st Avenue.

•	Select a French sister city and hold a wine and 
cheese festival.

•	Create Welcome baskets for new businesses 
containing information about the EDC, the 
community, and its services.

•	Start a Farmer’s Market.
What would you like to see the EDC work on in 

2015? Attend a meeting or contact Susan West and 
let us know! You can also find more information 
about the EDC on the City Hall website: http://
www.normandyparkwa.gov 

Bob Jean
Interim City 
Manager

City Manager’s Desk
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A look back
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NORTH DISTRICT – NEAR NORMANDY RD

Access Pharmacy........................................ (206) 242-0040

Archie’s Mexican Restaurant...................... (206) 436-0850

Dunn Lumber Company.............................. (206) 242-1010

Emerald Cove Catering Co.......................... (206) 246-5495

Four Star Cleaners...................................... (206) 242-9191

Healthy Nail & Spa..................................... (206) 790-6508

Kid’s Country Normandy Park, Inc.............. (206) 248-5336

Lovely Nails................................................ (206) 244-7221

Lucky Star Consignment............................. (206)-397-4912

Manhattan Hair Salon, Inc.......................... (206) 790-0809

Melanie’s Dancers...................................... (206) 431-1989

Normandy Cleaners.................................... (206) 431-5363

Normandy Park Family Dentistry................ (206) 244-3941

Optimal Health Chiropractic....................... (206) 241-3836

Pass It On.................................................... (206)-280-7272

Paws In The Park Pet Supply....................... (206) 242-7387

Quality Food Store - QFC #805................... (206) 243-9340

Redbox Automated Retail, LLC................... (630) 756-8446

Seattle Taekwondo Academy, LLC ............. (206) 444-9473

Starbucks Coffee #3334............................. (206) 318-8705

Teak House Thai Restaurant....................... (206) 244-8444

The Normandy Park UPS Store................... (206) 919-3041

CENTRAL DISTRICT – NEAR 185TH 

Cheveux Design.......................................... (206) 778-3074

Gilbert Family Dentistry.............................. (206) 242-5808

Life Story Counseling and Consultation, PLLC

................................................................... (206) 745-0991

Margaret Lacy Therapy............................... (206) 769-2002

Ren Acupuncture & Wellness, PLLC............ (206) 244-4100

SOUTH DISTRICT – NEAR 200TH 

ACE Hardware............................................ (206) 824-2288

AD Specialities & Promotions..................... (206) 223-1414

Anne Armstrong Therapy, Inc...................... (206) 244-5157

Bishop Law Offices P.S................................ (206) 592-9000

Cascade Ingredients, LLC............................ (425) 775-7383

Cedar River Foods....................................... (206) 212-6953 

Colorescience (Deleware), Inc..................... (206) 612-0004

SOUTH DISTRICT (continued)

Desert Sun Tanning..................................... (206) 592-8267

Dr. Max Lee, MD......................................... (206) 824-2183

Edward Jones Investments......................... (206) 824-9442

Face to Face Euro Spa................................. (206) 429-3842

Flourish Acupuncture & Wellness LLC........ (206) 878-8825

International Freight Systems (of WA) LLC

................................................................... (206) 433-2614

Jessica Misner, Psy.D................................... (206) 747-7274

John D Slightam, MD.................................. (206) 824-5555

Law Office of Michael J. Siefkes PLLC......... (206) 431-5152

Mia Bella Salon.......................................... (206) 431-5652

Millenial Builders, LLC................................ (206) 429-3884

Mitchell Construction................................. (253) 223-9178

Nails BK & Spa of D LLC............................. (206) 212-6338

Normandy Park Ale House.......................... (206) 592-6986

Normandy Park Athletic Club..................... (206) 870-9000

Normandy Park Hair Designs...................... (206) 824-6830

Normandy Park Market.............................. (206) 465-6662

Normandy Park Subway............................. (206) 406-0698

Normandy Perk LLC.................................... (206) 454-8384

Northwest Clinic of Chiropractic PLLC........ (206) 429-2922

Olympic View Dental.................................. (206) 824-4700

Papa John’s Pizza........................................ (206) 248-3333

Pier View Chiropractic, Inc PS..................... (206) 824-7200

Rite-Line Tax Service................................... (206) 246-4881

Robert E Parker PhD PC.............................. (206) 240-9880

The Samara Hubner, Inc.............................. (206) 878-8875

The Soggy Doggy........................................ (206) 824-6600

Tracy S. Reinhardt, Psy.D............................. (206) 715-8640

>> BUSINESSES <<
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HEALTH AND WELLNESS SErvicES
•  Full scope family practice/primary 

care for the whole family

•  Out-patient care for male and 
female, children and adults illness 
and urgent care

•  Comprehensive physical exams for 
all ages including well-child, well-
adult, DOT, gynecological and sports 
exams and laboratory services

• Personalized genetic testing

•  Weight Loss Program called FirstLine 
Therapy, an effective therapeutic 
lifestyle and composition-based 
weight loss program

LARSON
Family Medicine

&
Medical Aesthetics

Larson Family Medicine
& Medical Aesthetics 

16233 Sylvester Road SW, G-30 
Burien, WA 98166 

info@larsonfamilymedicine.com 
LarsonFamilyMedicine.com
p  206.244.5477  
f   206.901.2678

Margaret L. Larson, MSN, ARNP, NP-C grew up in Normandy Park and now has 
returned to live closer to her practice. She had been practicing with her father, 
Roger K Larson, MD for six years in Burien before he retired two years ago. 
Family and community are very important to her as reflected in her unique 
family practice approach to prevention, lifelong wellness and optimal health 
for individuals and families. Margaret is an active contributor to the Hospitality 
House Shelter for Women in Burien and Hope Medical Clinic in Uganda.

MEDicAL AESTHETic SErvicES
•  Complimentary skin consultation 

with our aesthetician

•  Skin rejuvenation using medical level 
chemical peels and laser to treat acne, 
sun spots (brown and red), scars, fine 
lines, spider veins, dark circles under 
the eyes and wrinkles

•  Laser Skin, Hair reduction/removal, 
Vein, Tattoo Removal and Fungal Nail 
Treatments

•  Botox Cosmetic to treat wrinkles

•  Fillers (Juvederm, Radiesse, and 
Artefill) for a non-surgical facelift

•  Pharmaceutical-grade Skin 
Care Products including Obagi, 
PrecisionMD and Latisse Lash Kits

WHAT’S NEW

Manifique 
InsideOut Event
Saturday, Feb. 28th
10am-6pm

•	 Special	Pricing	on	
Manifique	Facials,	
Chemical	Peels,	Laser	
Skin	Rejuvenation,	
Botox	and	Fillers

•	 Manifique	Beauty	
Makeover	Raffle

•	 Mention	this	ad	and	
receive	a	free	Regenica	
Skin	Care	Gift	Bag

Margaret Larson has been awarded 
the BellaDiamond Award as a top 

national injector of the longest 
lasting filler, Bellafill



Local    •   Affordable   •  Invested in the community

www.normandyparkmarket.com
facebook.com/normandyparkmarket

19805 1st Ave S, Suite 100, Normandy Park, WA 98148
(206) 651-7794

House Brand Gallon Milk 3.19
Darigold ½ gallon milk 2.99
Tillamook Butter 4.39
Yami Yogurt .89
Cheerios 12.25oz Cereal 3.49
Tillamook
  2lb Baby Loaf Cheese 7.99
Brawny
6ct Big Roll Paper Towels 9.99
Charmin 6-24 TP 9.99
Ball Park Hot Dogs 3.99
Head of Lettuce 1.49
House Brand Loaf of Bread 1.19
Deli Rotissarie Chicken 6.99

                  Total 56.58

National
Chain

Grocery Stores*

*Normandy Park Market and competitive prices taken from products on store shelves during the 
week of August 2-9, 2014 in the Des Moines and Normandy Park neighborhoods.

House Brand Gallon Milk 2.99
Darigold ½ gallon milk 2.79
Tillamook Butter 4.29
Yami Yogurt .89
Cheerios 12.25oz Cereal 3.49
Tillamook
  2lb Baby Loaf Cheese 7.99
Brawny
6ct Big Roll Paper Towels 9.99
Charmin 6-24 TP 9.99
Ball Park Hot Dogs 3.89
Head of Lettuce 1.39
House Brand Loaf of Bread 1.09
Deli Rotissarie Chicken 5.99

                  Total 54.78


